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New SBA President
Williams Addresses
Angry Evening Students

Graduation
Information
Posted on
Web Site

BY AL EXANDRA HILL

Staff Writer

BY ALEXANDRA HI LL

Staff Writer
The George Washington University Law School
will hold a Commencement on Sunday May 30, 1999.
The ceremony will begin at 1:30 in the Smith Center,
located on the corner of 22nd and G streets.
Graduates who are receiving special prizes and
awards will be honored by a Prize and Award Ceremony
at 2:30 on Saturday, May 29, in the main Law School
building, followed by a light reception. All graduates
are invited to attend, with their family and friends, a
reception from 4:00-6:00 on Saturday, May 29. The fa
cility for this event has not yet been determined.
All graduating student received a Graduation
Memo, in their boxes, with the relevant graduation in
formation on January 25,1999. The information is also
available on the Law School website at
www.law.gwu.edu. This is the first year that the infor
mation has been available online."As a courtesy to other
students and parents, we figured putting it on the web
would make it available to everyone," said Dean Jenkins,
Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs.

Graduation at a Glance:
Prize and Award Ceremony,
May 29,1999, followed by a
light reception
Commencement, May 30,1999
at the Smith Center
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The Evening Law Student Association (ELSA) held
a meeting on Thursday, March 19, 1999. Approximately
30 evening students attended. Most of the attendees were
lLs.
"ELSA should be an advocate for evening students
but also a social organization," said Lisa Brown, ELSA
Vice President and meeting moderator.
Speakers included Nathan Williams, the new Stu
dent Bar Association (SBA) President and Renee DeVigne,
the new Assistant Dean of Student Affairs.
Nathan Williams addressed student concerns about
the recent SBA student elections and general communica
tion between the SBA and ELSA. The validity of the run
off election held February 24, 1999 between Nathan Will
iams and Rich Sugerman had been questioned by some
students because the polls were closed while most evening
student were still in class.
"There was no concerted effort to suppress the
evening student vote. We're all students, we all pay tu
ition, it's the SBA for all students, not just the day stu
dents," said Williams.
This sentiment was echoed by Sean Griegel, SBA
Evening Vice President.
"I'd like to keep the communication lines open be
tween the evening students, ELSA and the SBA. We need
a unified voice with the administration," said Griegel.
Renee Divine, Assistant Dean of Students, addressed
several evening, student concerns is a short speech.
"I've heard some concerns from evening students. I
have no easy answers but I'm committed to work on the
problems... I can be an advocate for students while also
representing the views of the administration," DeVigne
said.
She pledged to explore options in the following ar
eas: tailoring CDO programs to meet the needs of evening
students; extending her own office hours a few evenings

per week; and offering a greater selection of classes dur
ing the limited evening hours.

SBA President Nathan Williams
"My agenda is very general. My office is accessible
to you. I'm working on a plan to keep my office open a
few nights a week. Stay tuned for more on that. It might
be a while before I can get staffing," DeVigne said.
She also reported that, beginning in the Fall of 1999,
evening classes will only have evening exams.
When the floor was opened to discuss issues of con
cern, evening students raised several concerns: safety on
the law school campus in the evenings; a need for greater
communication between ELSA, the SBA and the students;
the potential for Saturday classes; childcare options; a sepa-

See SBA page 3

Winter Weather Shut Down Campus Inside:

But Spring Seems Here to Stay

One day The George Washington University is
covered with snow, the next day, it is Spring.

Cold weather and almost a foot of snow convinced the University to close
school at 3:00 pm on March 9, and not reopen until after 10:00 am the next
day. Last week, DC was again hit with wet snows and chilly temperatures.
This all seemed foreign for those who have been in this area for a few
years. Winter weather has been scarce in DC, where the last time a significant
amount of snow fell was in January of 1996 (The Blizzard of '96).
Yet, less than 36 hours after the (hopefully) last snow of the season, stu
dents could be seen lounging on the quad and enjoying temperatures over 70
degrees.
Many students enjoyed the afternoon off, and the opportunity to play in
the snow. Three-L Travis Skaggs stated: "I haven't had so much fun since the
Law Revue cast party!" Other students spent the day building snow men and
having snowball fights. Even the "Cart Lady" packed up early and went home.
Others were put off because they were kicked out of the library in the
middle of the day. Many did not enjoy lugging all their books through the snow
to study at home, then lugging them back the next day through six inches of
slush.
But with the warmer weather, thoughts can now turn towards Cherry
Blossoms, more daylight, Spring Break, and, of course, finals.
Before you get too engrossed in studying, here are some dates to remem
ber: The predicted bloom date of the Cherry Blossoms is April 4 (Easter Sun
day). The Cherry Blossom Festival Parade will cross downtown on April 13.
Nota Bene is having a meeting for new writers and editors on April 6, and
Band Bar Review, featuring the Law Revue XXI house band, the Big Subpoe
nas, will be at Lulu's this Thursday, March 25, starting at approximately 10:00
pm.
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EDITORIAL

Get Your Ass
Crowded Courtesy Out of Bed
BY ANDREA CHEMPINSKI

BY DAVID HALE

Editor-in-Chief
Let's start with the facts—the school is overcrowded. We all know this.
It's not some grand surprise at this point of the year. Navigating from point A to
point B during the peak hours of 11-2 is akin to running an obstacle course. God
forbid you're actually in a hurry. However as crowded as the school may be,
what some people don't seem to realize is that their actions only make things even
worse. And since it's my turn on the house editorial, I figured I would use this
forum to point this out—just in case the troublemakers are actually clueless as to
the problems they cause.
So first let's start with the stairwells, specifically the Lerner stairwell.
Now as you know, navigating the Lerner stairwell can be a nightmare all on its
own. It's barely wide enough for two people to walk next to one another, and
when you add bags and coats to the mix it becomes next to impossible. But hug
the wall a little and it is actually possible to pass someone on the stairs. The
problem is of course that some people seem to think that the stairwell is actually
a conversation point. It is fine to talk
with the person walking m front of or
behind you, or even to pass of a qfiick
hello to a person going the opposite
way. What it is not acceptable to do is
stop and engage in a lengthy conversa
tion with someone going the opposite
way. I don't care if you're a 3L and
you haven't seen that person since first
year Property- talking to them on the stairwell is not acceptable! If you really
want to talk to that person, tell them to meet you on the next floor then turn
around when you get to the bottom (or top) and go back to find them. Stopping
to chat is not an acceptable option because once you stop you back up traffic in
your direction, and there definitely is not room for passing. Not only does it halt
traffic, but anyone not paying strict attention is going to crash into the person in
front of them. While a domino effect of people in the stairwell may win you
points on "Funniest Home Videos," it is not going to win you any with your
classmates. So rule number one— no stopping on the stairwells (and this applies
to *all* stairwells not just the Lerner nightmare)
Now let's move on to doorways, specifically the double door system.
The largest rooms on campus, as well as all the main exterior doors, are all two
door systems-meaning there are left and a right side doors. For those who seem
unaware, doors operate on the same principle as lanes on roads - you use the one
on the right. If you use the opposite door you run the risk of smashing the door
into the person attempting tofollow the 'rules' and use the right one. This is
especially a problem for the main doors exiting onto H street. If you're coming
from the direction of 20th Street, it may seem convenient to go up the closest side
of the stairs, but this puts you on the wrong side of the double doors, thus making
it harder for people to exit the building because you're in their way. It will take
you all of three extra steps to walk up the correct side, so just suck it up and walk
them. While not as big of a hassle, the problem also exists for all the major
lecture halls. The stragglers leaving class end up running into folks trying to
enter the room, leading to a mash of people in the doorway. Use the right side of
the door and *pooP, problem solved.
And just in case you can't transfer the above lessons yourself, let's talk
hallways, with the main offender being the first floor. Part of this is the University's
fault for being so kind to put our mailboxes in one of the heaviest traffic areas of
the building. But in reality folks stopping to get things from their boxes or even
stopping to chat with someone at the next box is not all that terrible. The prob
lem is the rest of the folks who feel the need to converse in the middle of the
hallway. Again, I have no problems with you wanting to talk with your friends-socializing is a good thing—but socializing in the middle of the hallway makes it
next to impossible for anyone to get through. Think to yourselves how many
times you've been merrily (ok maybe not merrily) trekking through the hallway
when the person in front of you decides to stop and chat. If you're lucky you've
managed not to crash into them, but now you're stopped dead and with folks
coming in the other direction it is damn near impossible to move. Heaven forbid
someone in the other direction has also picked that spot to chat—it becomes a
gridlock. So please, if you see someone you want to chat with, take a minute to
flag them over to the soft lounge. It may be a bit more crowded, but at least you
are no longer a roadblock.
While the above may seem like common sense to many of you, it's
abviously not for some (or we would not be having these problems). So please
folks, keep these simple concepts in mind nd help make this overcrowded school
a little bit more bearable.
Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the George Wash
ington University Law School. House Editorials represent the views of a majority of
Nota Bene s Editorial Board. Any person objecting to views expressed in House Edi
torials are invited to express their opinions in a letter to the editor. Editorial Policies
of Nota Bene are available for inspection by any person during normal business hours.

Okay, after several weeks of griping
about other people's incredibly mde behav
ior (just so you don't forget: pick up after
yourself and shut the hell up), I've decided
to come clean and acknowledge my own
major problem: I am often late to class.
I really have no good excuse. I have
never, ever, since my earliest memories,
been able toconsistantly get toclass on time,
at least with regard to my first class of the
day. I have always been in the habit of get
ting up at the last possible second to make
it to class on time. One small miscalcula
tion, and I'm late.
The problem seems to be worse now
that I rely on public transportation. If I miss
the Metro that gets me to class on time, the
next one often does not come until 15 min
utes later. Thus being two seconds to slow
getting up the escalator can meen being 15
minutes late to class.
Clearly, however, this is no excuse. I

should simply get up earlier so that I can
leisurely get toclass, or wherever else I may
need to be. I imagine that one way to do
this might be to build in eating breakfast
into my pre-class plans. If I planned to ar
rive near school twenty minutes early to
have an early meal, then I would have a
built in cushion for being late. On the other
hand, pusuing such a plan would require
me to eat yet another meal at one of the
dining establishments in the area. Frankly,
I would rather poke out my eye than eat at
Au Bon Pain three times in one day.
And so I a m left with no easy solu
tion. Ultimately, I must just suck it up. I
am trying to be better. Really I am. Maybe
if I didn't spend so much time picking up
my trash in public areas or worry so much
about whether my conversations would dis
turb others I would find my life more effi
cient. Perhaps I'll give it a try.

FAMILIES BY CHOICE:
A STRUGGLE FOR
RECOGNITION AND
ACCEPTANCE

A panel discussion presented by Lambda Law
Learn about legal issues that affect all families,
including those that unfairly affect the families of
same-sex partners. Panelists will discuss marriage,
adoption, parenting, and the state of a ffairs today.
The distinguished panel will include
William Eskridge, Professor of Law at Yale University
Nancy Polikoff, Professor of Law at American University, and
Susan Sibler, Practitioner in the field of Lesbian and Gay issues
Moderated by Joan Schaffner, Associate Professor of Law at
The George Washington University

THURSDAY, MARCH 2 5, 1999
4:00 PM
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
LAW SCHOOL
ROOM L302
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW
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Sadie Sanchez
Dean Leslie
Heather J. Fish

0

Nota Bene is published bi-weekly by the students of
The George Washington University Law School. Its office is
located in the basement at 2008 G Street, W
N , Washington D.C
20052,
(202) 676-3879.
Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the
views of The George Washington University Law School or
Nota Bene. Editorials represent the views of a majority of the
Editorial Board. Opinion columns are reflective of the views
ofthe column's authors). In articles, thesource of information
is identified, and an attempt is made to pres
ent a balanced view.
In letters, the veracity of statements is strictly the
responsibility
of the authors).
Nota Bene will consider for publication all articles,
letters, announcements, cartoons or opinion pieces submitted
by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday beforepublication. All contri
butions must be submitted in WordPerfect, on a diskette,
which will be returned approximately one week after publica
tion. Letters should be no longer than 500 words and other
submissions should be no longerthan 1000 words. NotaBene
strives to treat all submissions in a fair and uniform manner.
However, due to space constraints, submissions may be omit
ted and Nota Bene will make reasonable efforts to print them
in a later issue. Its editorial policies are available for inspec
tion by any person during normal business hours.

Advertise in Nota Bene
The following are applicable to the1998-1999
academic year. They represent the price in full, in
cluding the 6 percent District of Columbia sales tax,
due to Nota Bene.
1/8 page, long (2.5" x 8") = $60
(1/8 page also available in wide and square)
1/4 page (5" x 8") = $100
1/2 page (10" x 8") = $175
full page normal (10" x 16") = $260
full page back (10" x 16") = $285
Savings of up to 20 percent may be obtained
by taking advantage of Nota Bene special dis
count offers. A10 percent discount may be obtained
for advertising orders which are paid prior to pub
lication. In addition, another 10 percent discount
is offered for orders placed in four or more issues.
If you have any questions concerning the advertis
ing policies of Nota Bene, please contact our of
fice @ (202) 676-3879.
Nota Bern's office is
located at 2008 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20052.

3L's Share Yotir
Wisdom!!
Working in a clinic?
Do you do humanitarian
work?
The Nota Bene is interested in
profiling 3L's to share their
experiences with the law school
community.
Students interested in being
profiled should leave their name
and contact information with
David Hale (3L Day)

The Moot Court Board has had a very busy year so
far with four in-house upper level competitions and the
First Year competition to be held on April 17 and 18. So
far, almost 440 1L students have enrolled in the First Year
competition.
The Board has also had to movetwice—it was origi
nally placed in the E Building at the beginning of this
school year and has recentlybeen relocated to 1819 H Street
at the corner of 19th St. and Pennsylvania Ave, Room 775F
(7th floor). Students can still reach the Board at (202)
994-7070 as well as through e-mail at
mootcrt@gwis2.circ.gwu.edu.

Van Vleck Constitutional Law
Competition

Jessup International Law
Competition
OnFebruaiy 13, the George Washington 1999 Jessup
Team competed in the Atlantic Regionals of the Philip C.
Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition hosted
by the University of Baltimore. The Jessup competition is
run by the International Law Students Association and is
the largest interscholastic moot court competition in the
country. This year's problem asked to what extent coun
tries may legislate to protect their cultural identity and what
level of copyright protection is required to prevent unau
thorized piracy under international law. The Jessup team
consisted of 3L students Michael Boteler,Dean Leslie, Janet
Shih and Luke Hajek. Professor Sean Murphy coached the
team throughout the competition.
The team won two arguments against Howard and
Cardozo and lost two arguments to the University of Penn
sylvania and Columbia. The team received an award for
the third best memorials forthe region, and Michael Boteler
was the sixth best oralist. Fordham won the regional com
petition at the University of Baltimore and Georgetown
won at the regional competition held at George Mason
University.
Next year's team will consist of William Fennell,
Julie Weinstein, David Salkeld and Keith Murphy, who
were the top four competitors in the Jessup in-house com
petition, which took place on March 6. Daniel Gerkin and
Patrick Spinola were named as alternates.

Matthew Hank and Andrew Nietor were the winners
of this year's Jacob Burns Van Vleck Co nstitutional Law
Moot Court Competition, narrowly defeating Kerri
Ruttenberg and Deana Cairo.
Presiding over the final round in the Marvin Center
Ballroom were U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Stephen Wil
liams of the D.C. Circuit, U.S. Court of Appeals Judge
Alvin Schall of the Federal Circuit and U.S. District Court
Judge Paul Friedman of the District of Col umbia. This
year's problem, written by 3L students Peter Midgley and
Vivek Hatti, involved the constitutionality of the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act and the constitutional validity of
IRS regulations prohibiting religious institutions from par
ticipating in a political campaign.
Over 80 2L and 3L students participated in the Fall
competition. Preliminary rounds were held November 7
and 21, which were judged by area attorneys. Reaching
the quarter-finals were the teams of Rebecca Shore and
Sasha Mason, Peter Heffernan and Adam Braverman,
The preliminary rounds of the Government Contracts
Kathleen Luz and Eve Klindera, Bryan Miller and Carissa
Perez. The teams of Regina Grattan and Donald Ridings, Moot Court Competition also took place on March 6.Gina
Michals, who won last year's competition with partner
and Mark Glaze and Christina Giffin made it to the semi
Erica Maloff, wrote the problem and ran the competitioa
final round.
The issues presented were whether the preparation of a
performance evaluation was a discretionary function or a
negligent act or omission under the Federal Tort Claims
Act.
The teams of Tina Batra and Michal Nadel, Zachaiy
Wolfe and Steven Egler, Lauren Fechter and Eden Rood,
and Dennis Somech and John Clopper advanced to the
Last semester, 35 students participated in the Giles semi-final round, which were held on Saturday, March
S. Rich Intellectual Property Law Moot C ourt Competi 13. Judging the semi-final round will be Board of Con
tion, which was run by former school and regional winner tract Appeals Judges Veigilir, Daniels and Freeman. The
Baoding Hsieh Fan.
final round took place on Tuesday, March 16 at the Court
The Giles Rich Competition is a national competi of Federal Claims and will be judged by Judge Diane
tion named after U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Rich of the Weinstein and Loren Smith of the Court of Federal Claims
Federal Circuit. The problem is written each year by the and retired Court of Federal Claims Judge Ruth Burg.
American Intellectual Property Law Association. This
year's problem was a patent infringement case involving a
patent for a mango-shaped ukelele and a utility patent for
an electric ukelele conversion system.
GW has also had excellent representation in inter
The competition was held on November 21-22. The
scholastic
competitions. Last fall, members Albert Tong
teams of Jill DeMello and Michael Casey, Courtney B.
Dyszkiewicz and David Levine, David Miliigan and Steven and Robert Yap advanced to the semi-final round in the
Maslowski, and Michele Mayberry and Brian Vogel ad  Thomas Tang Competition in Atlanta. Delisa Adams and
ked
vanced to the semi-finals. In the final round, the team of Angela Givens also advanced to the semi-finals and ran
DeMello and Casey defeated Miliigan and Maslowski. third place in the Mid-Atlantic Regional Frederick Dou
DeMello and Casey will represent George Washington at glas Moot Court Competition held in Virginia Beach, VA,
the Northeast Regional Competition in Boston on March on January 28-30. Congratulations to all competitors and
new members to the Moot Court Board.
12-14.

Government Contracts Law
Competition

Giles Rich Intellectual
Property Law Competition

Interscholastic

SBA FROM PAGE 1

Proposed Improvements for Evening
Students;

rate evening student orientation, tailored to these students;
and a spouse's orientation.
CDO programs tailored for evening
"Due to the tight schedules that evening students
students
keep, I think meetings may not always be the best route to
Extended office hours from the Dean of
achieve this type of ongoing communication, so I'm plan
ning to developa more extensive and widely available email Student Affairs office
distribution list, primarily among evening students (for
Better selection of evening classes
now), and to encourage the use of that system for commu
All evening classes having evening
nicating concerns both to ELSA and SBA representatives,
exam times
and for discussions among the students themselves," ELSA
Secretary Brian Kaider said after the meeting.
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The Law Revue
Show: Three Hours
and Counting
its that had
Instead of the typical sarcastic, poorly written recap limited staff, they were able to quickly set up sk
an
inordinate
number
of
oversized
props
and
to
deal with
of movies of Travis Past, I am going to recount the musi
prima
donna
directors
who
needed
the
test
of
strength
cal, comedic follies that make up the Law Revue Show.
painted
just
right.
Without
them,
the
show
would
have
Being a skit director, not to mention having my own col
been
five
hours
long
and
filled
with
umn in this newspaper, I figure I h ad
swearing.
a good enough vantage point to dis
Of course, it was al
cuss the behind-the-scenes, in-frontready filled with swearing. Many
of-the-scenes, and audience action
individuals noticed an increase in the
that occurred on this eventful Satur
sexual nature of the skits and jokes
day evening. But if you're looking
in this year's show. An interview that
for gossip, sorry, it ain't here. You'll
turned into a porno, mention of pro
have to talk to me in person for that
creating cows, sexy women in garter
info.
and
hose. And these were just the
The show clocked in at three
skits
I was in. You can pretty much
hours and eleven minutes, shorter
thank
Mr. Brian Finch, skit director
than last year's show. This figure is
and
sleazemeister-extraordinaire,
for
misleading. It includes the marvel
that.
All
other
directors
showed
ous overture played by our talented
much more discretion and good taste.
band (boy am I kissing ass), intermis
What
am I saying? We're all whores.
sion, and the pre-second act musical
Except
for George Burkoski. Not re
interlude, again played by our extraor
ally,
but
he wanted a mention in the
dinary band. Did I mention that our
article.
band was fantastic, being able to
By Travis Skaggs
We were able to touch
switch from the disco funk of Rose
lures
Editor
upon
most
of
the
newsworthy events
Royce and the Trammps to the candy
that
graced
the
law
school this year,
coated technopop of Aqua with an
including
Dean
Lord's
disappearing
ease displayed only by the super
act,
Profess
or
Turley
being
everywhere,
professors
copy
groups of the 1970's, including Boston and Supertramp. I
ing
or
losing
exams,
and
the
arrival
of
a
new
Dean
of
the
believe I've gotten off-track.
school,
who
did
not
attend
the
show.
Many
professors
Sure the show was over three hours, but it was a
fast three hours. At no time during any of the skits and were lampooned, but preparing for the show did reveal
songs did the action stop to allow a set change to occur one glaring need for this law school. We nee d more fe
within the skit. This happened no less than three times male professors at this school, especially with some easily
last year, with one skit having four blackouts (*cough* perceived personality quirk. There's only so much we can
•cough* Seinfeld). The directors learned the lessons of do with Professors Cheh and Gabaldon. Sure we have
last year to make sure the show runs smoother. When the Professors Carter, Galston, Lettow, and Brown. But we
action stops onstage, the audience gets bored. That's the need more. Much more.
Judging from the performances and reactions
last thing we need. We also had fewer ballads. Speedier
overheard
either during the performance or after, we have
musical numbers have much more energy which rubs off
so
talented
law students. Some are funny, some are great
into the crowd. Plus the finale was not a medley, just one
singers,
some
are both, and some are Brian. The perfor
song and out. That's always good.
We seemed to have a good showing from the fac mances were leading some towonder just what these people
ulty. It's always great to see members of our faculty show were doing in law school. Both I and my professors are
ing that they are able to take a good natured ribbing. It wondering that very question concerning myself. Since
was disappointing that Dean Young did not attend. For I'm almost done, I may as well stay and finish the job.
more personal reasons, since I am both enrolled in his class Then I nee d to find a job.
None of this could have occurred without the lead
and 1 portrayed him onstage, I was also disappointed that
ership
of
our Executive Director Vanessa Hopgood and our
Professor Turley was also unable to attend. Since I was on
Executive
Producer Miriam Moore, who handled them
deck the Thursday immediately following the show, maybe
selves
with
dignity and composure, or at least tried to. We
I'm a little relieved he didn't show, but I can take as much
could
not
have
done as good a job without their leader
as I can give out, so I was looking forward to the potential
ship.
Thanks
guys.
discussion. As long as he didn't make me answer his ques
If anyone, that includes faculty and students (of
tions while impersonating him, since I'm not really that
course
that
does), felt offended by th e show or have any
great a Turley. We are both hyperactive nutcases, so there
other
input,
please send your concerns to Nota Bene. I'm
is some sort of bond. I would also love to be on television,
very
curious
to hear just what pissed people off the most,
though not answering political questions. I am such a dead
especially
with
professors.
man.
Cinematic
Ramblings will return after Break, if
One thing that made the show much smoother
was our great crew, including our stagehands Andrea and Travis can find it in himself to get off his duff and see
Heather and our stage manager Cheryl. Working with a some movies.

Cinematic
Rambllngs

Modest Motives

At each turn we calculate
The moment we toss the ball
Whether the wind will catch it
We take turns each day
Not knowing whether another
Will come.

L

Our constant calculus
Might figure the limits
On motives and good deeds.
Indeed, modest motives
Catches the worm, writes the
song,
And finishes the term.
Andrew O. Noon
2/1999

Life on
the Web
BY AN DREA CHEMPINSKI

Editor-in-Chief

This weeks picks:

t

Peeps!
www.marshmallowpeeps.com/
The official Peeps website. Celebrate Easter's
nastiest candy (besides Cadbury Cream Eggs). The
truly scary part is the 'arts & crafts' section for mak
ing table centerpieces out of the bunnies.
Musicals 101
http://www.geocities.com/~musicalsl01/
A detailed history of stage and screen musi
cals dating back to the 1920s. A great site for the be
ginning to learn and for the musical lover to pick up
some new information.
The Spud Gun Technology Center
http://www.goldmann.com/potato/
launcher.html
Taking potato launching toa whole new level.
5lease be advised that people CAN get hurt by a po
tato gun
Search for Giant Squid
http://partners.si.edu/squid/
Join Smithsonian scientists fora journey into
the depths of the Southwestern Pacific trenches as they
search for the giant squid in it's natural habitat.
Survivors of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
http://www.exxonvaldez.org/
March 24th will be the ten year anniversary
of the massive oil spill in Alaska. Take a look back
and see what the area used to be, what the spill de
stroyed, and what has managed to return.
Lipton Tea!
http://www.liptont.com/
The history of Lipton tea and some excellent
tea based recipes
All About Frogs
http://www.exploratorium.edu/frogs/
Go inside the exploratorium for an exhibi
tion on frogs from around the world.
The Harlem Renaissance
http://harlem.eb.com/
Encyclopedia Britannica takes a look back at
that shining period between the Great War a nd the
Great Depression.
Fuller Up: The Dead Musician Directory
http://elvispelvis.com/fullerup.htm
A great resource for settling those late night
music trivia question bets. The site is searchable by
date, name and cause of death. A morbidly interesting
website.
TimeOut
http://www.timeout.com/
The world's greatest cities, bars, clubs, ho
tels, restaurants, shops, galleries, museums and music
venues are all here.
would find interesting? Or did you just stumble across
something so strange it just had to be shared? Either
way feel free to drop me a line athoo@hooloovoo.com
and give me your suggestions forfuture columns. And
heck, if you really have that much time to kill surf on
over to my page at http://www.hooloovoo.com/
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Dean's Puzzle

Corner
f3y Dean Leslie

»

1. We've all done problems like the one that follows;
chickens and foxes, husbands and wives, cats and mice.
The complexity of transportation problems always
focuses on wasting lots of time to make a technically
difficult transfer. What if th ere were a time limit?
Adrian, Bernie, Colin and Darren are all trapped on an
island in the middle of crocodile infested waters.
Luckily, they have on crocodile repelling stick that just
about protects any two swimmers from certain death.
Thus, to get to safety, a maximum of two swimmers can
be in the water at any one time, and they have to be
together to benefit from the stick. The shore is 100
meters away and they cannot throw the stick back;
someone has to swim back with the stick until all four
are safely on the shore. If Adrian can swim the distance
in 3 minutes, Bernie can swim the distance in 7 minutes,
Colin can swim the distance in 13 minutes, and Darren
can swim the distance in 17 minutes, how long does the

2. You remember the popular series of questions that
supposedly tested intelligence. Well, here's a real test. I
you don't get this at first, be patient. When I go t this
puzzle from puzzler Revin S tone, I hav e to admit that
was a little slow on the uptake.
What shape completes the bottom line (series)?
Triangle, pentagon, square
square, hexagon, hexagon, square
pentagon, hexagon, hexagon, hexagon, square, triangle
hexagon, octagon, octagon, octagon, octagon,
3. So, maybe that was a bit of a curve ball. How about
trying your hand at something a little easier? At a picnic
recently I not iced that James liked c hocolate but didn't
like jelly . Charles liked biscuits but didnt like c ustarc
Brian liked apples but didn't like biscuits. David liked jelly,
but

did

he like doughnuts?

overall rescue take?

Solutions on page 6
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Is Filling Positions for its 1999-2000 Staff

Positions Available:
MANAGING EDITOR
NEWS EDITORS (2)
FEATURES EDITOR
ADVERTISING MANAGER
STAFF WRITERS
COPY EDITORS (2)
If you are interested in working for the Law School
Newspaper, attend our meeting:

Tuesday, April 6,1999
time and room TBA
or contact
Cheryl Demma, 2L day, at
cdemma@gwu.edu
or at our office
202-676-3879
BEFORE APRIL 5
ALL POSITIONS ARE PAID

•qfet

.
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To One That I Lost

Pride washes
from my eyes;
you are blurred,
too heavy
rain on
windshield
I would have
weathered
your winter —
waited patiently
for the bloom
of your
thaw,
because
I am not always
just a poet — sometimes I
really do the
things I say:
1 have climbed the
dunes of the Sahara,
driven the north coast
of Africa,
seen my father's
blood
and
wiped it
clean
on a
shirt sleeve.
I know what
it means
to be
lost.
I k now what
it means
to be
found.
Omar S. Ashmawy
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Jacob Burns Law From the
Immigration
Library News
Library
Research Sessions
J

Snrino 1999
»

&

If you are interested in sharp
ening or extending your research
skills, the Jacob Burns Law Library
invites you to attend one or more of
its Spring 1999 Library Research
Programs. Sessions will be taught
by reference librarians, who will
discuss and demonstrate a variety
of print and electronic research
sources.
Enrollment for each of these
classes is limited. Please use the
sign up sheets at the Reference Desk
on the first floor of the Library or
send an e-mail message to the
instruActor listed for the
program(s) you wish to attend. If
space limitations prevent you from
attending a particular session, the
Library will try to schedule a repeat
of the program at a later date.
Environmental Law Research Using LEXIS and
WESTLAW
Date: Thursday, March 25, 1999

r„ •

„ i

Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in fK
the TLibrary)
Instructor: Germaine Leahy, Head of Reference/
Environmental Librarian
gleahv@burns.nlc.gwu.edu
Finding European Union Le
gal Materials and Publications on
the Web
Date: Thursday, April 8, 1999
Time: 3-4pm
Location: SL110 (Stockton
Cellar in the Library)
Instructor: Herb Somers, For
eign/International Law Librarian
hsomers@,burns.nIc.gwu.edu
A Research Seminar for
Summer Associates
Date: Friday, April 16
Time: Noon-1:30pm
Location: B408
Instructors: John Miller, Ref
erence Libr rian and Chris Reed, Government Documents
Librarian
creed@burns.nlc.gwu.edu

Additional Subsidies for
Students Working in Public
Interest Brings Total to 30
BV PROFESSOR ZUBROW,
CHAIR, PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITTEE
As a consequence of the efforts of Dean Young and
the Student Bar Association, as well as the cooperation of
APALSA, BLSA, EJF, ELA, and HLSA, and your vote of
support for the recent student referendum, the Public In
terest Committee has sufficient funds to award a total of
thirty public interest subsidies for students engaged in pub
lic interest work during the summer of 1999.
In total, there is $48,000 in cash grants and $45,000
in tuition remission to be distributed to 30 law students
who will engage in full-time summer public interest work.
There are subsidies for law students who have just com
pleted their first year of law school and programs for stu
dents who have as little as one semester left until gradua
tion.
There are subsidies for students who are interested
in representing clients with economic need and other
underrepresented populations, for students who want to
work for environmental groups and organizations con
cerned about environmental justice, for students who want
to work with civil liberty organizations or to work on pro
bono projects involving family law, and for students who
want to tackle legal issues of particular concern to the Af
rican American community, the Asian American commu
nity and Hispanic and Latinos(as) populations.
In particular, the public interest subsidies available
include: ten George Washington University Law School
And Murray Snyder Fellowships ($2500 of tuition remis
sion per fellowship), nine J.B. and Maurice C. Shapiro
Public Service Internships ($5000 cash grant per intern
ship), one Reuben A. Zubrow Public Interest Fellowship
($3000 cash grant), two Asian Pacific American Law Stu
dent Association Public Interest Scholarships ($2000 tu
ition remission per scholarship); two Black Law Student
Association Public Interest Scholarships ($2000 tuition
remission per scholarship), two Environmental Law As
sociation Public Interest Scholarships ($1000 tuition re-

Clinic...
BY PROF. ALBERTO MANUEL BENITEZ
Another victory for the Immigration Clinic. On
Wednesday, March 5,1999, 3L Akin Alcitepe persuaded
Immigration Judge (IJ) John M. Biyant to release J.GC.,
from El Salvador, rem detention on his own recogniixn UA;.
J.GC lives with his parents and three siblings in
Northern Virginia. He's nineteen years of age and he's
been a lawful permanent resident of the U.S. since July
15, 1991.
J.GC. is a special education services student who
functions within the low mild to high moderate range of
mental retardation. He has ai1 emotional disability and
he also receives speech and lainguage therapy. Inaddition, he's been evaluated for a possible seizure disorder
and high frequency hearing loss.
On July 23, 1998, J.GC. was plead guilty - inexplicably on account of his questionable mental and emo
tional capacity - by his criminal defense attorney to a
single count of domestic assault and battery in Fairfax
County Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. The at
torney also failed to consider the immigration conse
quences of the guilty plea.
On January 13, 1999, the Immigration & Natural
ization Service (INS) arrested J.GC. and placed him in
detention in Virginia Beach. INS placed a $7500 bond
on J.GC. Apparently YOUR Congress has decided that
persons like J.GC. threaten the national security and re
quire incarceration alongside hardened criminals.
The Immigration Clinic, through Akin, became in
volved in this case on February 17, 1999.
On that day Akin asked the U torelease J.GC. from
detention on his own recognizance. The IJ was sympa
thetic but he asked Akin to gather proof that upon his
release J.GC. would not be a threat to the community
and that he'd be properly cared for. Akin did so, gather
ing letters and records from family, friends, teachers, and
mental health professionals, and he submitted them to
the IJ.
On March 5 the U considered Akin's request anew.
The INS trial attorney vociferously objected to J.GC.'s
release, and he went on at some length in his argument.
He listened patiently but at the conclusion of the trial
attorney's argument the IJ i mmediately ordered the re
lease of J.GC. on his own recognizance.
Thanks to Akin's efforts J.GC. was reunited with
his family the next day.

mission per scholarship), one Equal Justice Foundation
Public Interest Scholarship ($4000 tuition remission), two
Hispanic Law Student Association Public Interest Schol
arships ($2000 tuition remission per scholarship), and one
Student Bar Association Public Interest Scholarship ($2000
tuition remission).
A single application allowing you to apply for all of
these subsidies will be available in the Career Develop
ment Office by March 12, 1999, as well as a packet ex
plaining the various requirements for the different pro
grams.
By applying for all of the subsidies that youare quali
Corner
fied to receive, you will maximize your opportunity to re
ceive some financial support for your summer public in
terest work. (If you have already picked up an application
for public interest summer subsidies, we urge you to pick
1. Adrian and Berriie swim to the shore in 7
up and complete this more comprehensive application; it
was not available earlier because we had to await the out
minutes.
come of the student referendum.)
Adrian returns in 3 minutes.
It is the hope of the public interest subcommittee
Colin and Darren swim to the shore in 17
that we can provide some financial help to most of the
minutes.
students who apply. It is the policy of the Public Interest
Bernie returns in 7 minutes.
Committee not to discriminate on the basis of a ge, sex,
disability, race, color, religion, ethnic/national origin, vet
Adrian and Bernie swim to the shore in 7
eran status, or sexual preference in the award of public
minutes. A g rand total of 41 minutes.
interest subsidies.
The Public Interest Committee encourages all of you
2. Square; consider the number of sides
to consider seriously pursuing a summer of public interest
involved. The object is to square the first
legal work with the assistance of one of these subsidies.
Obtain the application packet now to ensure that you can
shape's number of sides and have the
get the paperwork done on time. The deadline for submis
remaining shapes add up to that number.
sion of completed applications has been extended to April
Therefore, since a hexagon has six sides, and 6
13, 1999, to enable all students to apply for all the subsi
x 6 = 36, the remaining figure must be a
dies for which they qualify.
square (3 + 3 + 3 + 3 + 4[square] = 36).
If you have any questions in the interim that cannot
be answered by the Career Development Office staff, please
contact Professor Butler, Professor Cunningham, or Pro
3. No. None of the picnickers liked food that
fessor Zubrow.

Puzzle
Solutions
from page 5

started with the same letter as their first
name.

Nota Bene
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Law School Financial Aid Updates
First, Law Financial Aid (LFA) phone registration lines are open from 8
moved. Our new address: 1819 H Street a.m. to midnight (1-800-778-6888). As
NW, Suite 750, Washington, DC 20006. with the FAFSA, actual 1998 federal tax
Phone: 202-739-0641. Hours: 9 a.m. to returns data is preferred. Our school code
5:30 p.m. daily; after spring exams, sum is 5587. Once CSS processes your PRO
mer hours will be Monday, Tuesday, Thurs FILE data, it comes to the school via a pa
day, and Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with the per report (called an FNAR!), and on
office being closed to the public on Wednes weekly tape loads to the University main
days throughout the summer until the first frame system. Note: First year students who
week of fall 1999 classes.
filed Need Access in 1998-1999 instead of
PROFILE must now use PROFILE.

APPLYING FOR AID FOR 19992000
For those of you itching to get
cracking on application for aid for 19992000... yes, some of the work can be tack
led now. Loans and GW aid are not auto
matically renewed; you must reapply and
be reconsidered each year. Strap on your
all-weather tires, the way is paved with a
plethora of annoying acronyms!
There are no longer any paper re
newal Free Applications for Federal Stu
dent Aid (FAFSAs); instead, the Depart
ment of Education (ED) mailed a PIN num
ber to all students who filed FAFSA last
year, expecting PIN users to file their re
newals over the Internet. However, ED
sends PINs to whatever permanent address
you listed on last year's FAFSA, and they
are not forward able. So, if you did not
receive a PIN, you may either pick up a
1999-2000 paper FAFSAat LFA, or you will
be able to complete a new 1999-2000
FAFSA on Internet (there's a link in the
Law School webpage under "Information
for Prospective Students"). The FAFSA
phone number is 800-4-FED-AID. The
actual web address is "http://
www.fefsa.gov." GW Law School's FAFSA
codeisE00196. As you'll be asked for data
based on your 1998 federal tax returns, it is
preferable to wait until you've calculated
your 1998 federal taxes to actually file
FAFSA.
For those students applying for GW
aid as well as loans, the College Scholar
ship Service's (CSS) PROFILE website is
up and running. You may register with
PROFILE online (linked to GW website)
or by phone, at which point CSS mails you
a paper application for you and your par
ents to complete and return. Or, you may
complete the entire PROFILE form on the
web ("http://www.collegeboard.org"). CSS'

THE MASTER PROMISSORY
NOTE for 1999-2000
ED has devised another way of mak
ing applications for federal loans easier: the
Master Promissory Note (MPN). During
1999-2000, a transition year, schools can
choose not to require MPNs; however, by
2000-01, all schools must use them. GW
Law will participate to a limited extent in
the MPN system for 1999-2000.
Currently, a federal family education
(FFEL) loan application (the "Common
App") has two sections: the student section
and the school certification section. The
student fills out the student section, which
includes a promissory note, and then sub
mits the loan form to the school for certifi
cation of school year dates, cost, date of
graduation, and amount for which the stu
dent is eligible. A new form must be com
pleted each year.
With the new system, students will
obtain an MPN from participating lend
ers. Conceivably, one multi-year MPN
could be signed by a college freshman, and
used for every year of study thereafter, be
cause the student leaves the amount re
quested blank. The school would certify
loans for each year directly from its main
frame system feeding into a loan certifica
tion software program, transmitting to a
lender.
MPNs can be used for multiple years
or annually, we're going to try, during this
upcoming transition year, to use an annual
MPN. Since it's still a form that must be
completed every year, the difference from
last year for students is almost nil. Stu
dents borrowing from the Access Group, our
lender of choice, will be applying for fed
eral Stafford loans via phone or Internet,
just like last year, but instead of the lender
sending them a Common App, they'll re

oCavu School C^alenxlar
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ceive an MPN. There is nothing on the
MPN for LFA to fill out; it's just for the
student. The student submits the MPN to
LFA. LFA will then certify the loan on a
separate School Certification Form (SCF).
If GW transmitted loan certifications to
lenders via Internet, we wouldn't need the
SCF. However, LF A handwrites school
certifications and mails them to lenders.
Instead of handwriting certifications on a
Common App, now we'll do the certifica
tion on a separate SCF and send it back to
the lender with the student's MPN. It is
not clear whether LawLoans and other
lenders' borrowers will be using MPNs .

OTHER FORMS
The remainder of the forms required
to apply for GW aid and loans for 19992000 will be available by April 1. This in
cludes the Student Financial Aid Supple
m e n t for 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0 ( w e c a l l i t t h e
"Gwapp!"), and loan forms. Those of you
who borrow Stafford or LAL loans from the
Access Group may apply for your loans
either over the phone or on the web now,
but the lender will not actually begin pro
cessing the application information you
provide into an MPN you can complete and
return until April. Access Group's web
address is "http://www.accessgroup.org/
apply/," linked to the Law School
homepage; their phone number is 800-2821550. LawLoans borrowers will be apply
ing over the phone or with a Common App
or MPN; however, LawLoans will not be
gin taking phone applications until roughly
the end of April/beginning of May.
LawLoans' phone number is 800-984-0190.
Students borrowing from any other lender
will need t o contact their bank to obtain
new loan applications for 1999-2000.

RECAP
Applicants for federal loans for
1999-2000 will submit: l)the 1999-2000
FAFSA 2) part 1 of the Student Aid Re
port (ED sends the SAR to students after
FAFSA is processed, 3) a complete and
signed copy of all pages, schedules, and W2s of their (and spouse's, if applicable) 1998
federal tax return to LFA 4) the GWAPP
to LFA, 5) the lender's MPN or Common

Events

0:OO PM
L40 1

LAW ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN
MEETING
5:00 PM, S302

UJ.dn.sJL,, W~*k 24:

App. There is no deadline, but, as always,
the sooner you file all forms, the sooner LFA
can process your forms. Paper FAFSAs,
for those who want them, are available at
LFA now, and the GWAPP will be avail
able for pick up by April 1.
Applicants for federal loans AND
GW Law School aid for 1999-2000 will
submit: all of the above items, as well as
1) the 1999-2000 PROFILE form, includ
ing all student and parent income/asset
data, and 2) a complete and signed copy
of all pages, schedules, and W-2s of the
student's parents' 1998 federal tax returns
(including corporate returns, if applicable)
. Paper FAFSAs are available at LFA now,
and the GWAPP can be obtained from LFA
April 1. THE FILING DEADLINE FOR
GW LAW SCHOOL AID APPLICA
TIONS IS APRIL 27,1999! A15% pen
alty on potential GW aid award will be
imposed on late filers.
Due to the tim
ing of the mailing of M PNs or Common
Apps and perhaps even the SAR, you may
have to submit the MPN or Common App
separately to LFA after the April 27 dead
line.
Who needs to submit parent data on
PROFILE? Anyone under age 30, OR who
has been claimed by a tax exemption by ei
ther parent in either 1997 or 1998, OR who
has lived with either or both parent(s) in
the past year, OR who has received finan
cial support from either or both parent(s)
in the past year, must have their parent sec
tion of PROFILE completed.
You may not realize that the Law
School signed a three-year contract lastyear
with the Access Group, making it our pre
ferred lender. The Access Group was cho
sen for its superior service and the com
petitive terms it could offer GW Law stu
dents. Program terms for the 1999-2000
academic year include 1) no guarantee fee
on the Stafford loans (but ED's 3% origi
nation fee must be charged), 2) a 2.75% +
91-day U.S. Treasury bill interest rate on
LALs, 3) a 6.9% guarantee fee on LALs,
added to the principal balance immediately
prior to repayment, and 4) an estimate that
90% of its LAL applicants will meet the
eligibility requirements of the credit review
process.
So, who's still reading? Dazed?
Confused? Contact the LFA. We'll try to
clear things up.

]Ml31r A iB1E.N1i
is having a meeting for new staff
members for the
1999-2000 volumes

INTERNATIONAL LAW SOCIETY
DaasJLf, Warck23:

ENTERTAINMENT 5. SPORTS LAW ASSOCIATION
ELECTIONS
4:30 PM, L302
BLACK LAW STU DENT ASSOCIATION
ELECTIONS
5:00 PM, LLI 02

ELECTIONS
5:00 PM, L30I
OLrsJL,, Wurck 25:

LAW REVUE XXI
BAND BAR REVIEW
LULU'S, 1 0:00 PM
Wond^, Warck 29 - Drid^.^prih:

MOOT COURT BOARD
MEETING

SPRING BREAK

WE'RE LOOKING FOR:
Managing Editor
News Editors
Features Editor
Ad Manager
Staff Writers
Copy Editors

ALL POSITIONS ARE PAID!

TUESDAY, APRIL 6
time and room TBA
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Law Revue XXI: Barely Legal

Some of the cast pose 30 minutes before curtain.

Brian Finch IS a Friedo Inferno.

Uareth Schweizer, Lesley Mehalick, Heather MacKenzie, Katie Callahan, Joanna Weiss, ana
Janet Blank sing Civ Pro Monday.

Rick Green belts Every Little Interview was Tragic before Heather
MacKenzie and James Suarez.

Cecelia Beyer and Vanessa Hopgood: Take Me Leboeuf & Lamb.

Band Bar Review, Featuring

THE BIG SUBPOENAS

Wendy Goldberg, Leslie Brown, Miriam Moore, Maria Bremis, Cecelia
Beyer and Allison Margolies in Malpractice Tango.

(formerly known as The Well Hung Jury)

HOUSE BAND of LAW REV UE XX I

LULU'S
Thursday, March 25
approx. 10 pm
rickets on sa le this week and at the door
FEATURING:
* Davin "Vegas" Seamon * Jonathan "Nigel" Miller *
* Peter "Can I Have a Note Extension" Heffernan *
* Conor "Microwave" Welch * Masafumi "R. Loza" S ato *

Travis Skaggs and Sadie Sanchez get raunchy in "Legends of the Fall
Interview Program."

